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the highest court circles, including the Emperor. One of
the chief agencies of the revanche movement was the Com-
mittee on State Defence, presided over by Grand Duke
Nikolai NikolaievicL It actually took under consideration
a number of measures aiming at the realization sof the
revanche dream.
Premier Stolypin was, of course, with the militarists.
He conceived the plan of building the Amur Railroad, so
that we might have a railway which, running within Russian
territory, would be secure from seizure by the Japanese.
The project-was laid before the Duma and was welcomed
by the notorious Defence Committee headed by Guchkov.
In order to impress the Duma with the necessity of the
road, it was told that war with Japan was imminent and
that it would indeed break out not later than 1911 or 1912,
at the latest.   And so the Duma authorized the construction
of this line, which will constitute a heavy financial burden
on the Russian people and which will in the end bring
nothing but harm.   Under the influence of the same argu-
ment the Imperial Council, too, gave its consent.   I vigor-
ously opposed the project, pointing out that in the event of
war the new road would not be any safer from seizure by
the Japanese than the Eastern-Chinese Railway.   Besides,
I argued, the railway would increase the influence of the
Chinese in  the Amur province to a dangerous extent
Above all, I insisted, the new line meant the expenditure
of huge sums which could be spent, with better results, on
defending our Far-Eastern possessions and the existing
Eastern-Chinese Railroad.    But my arguments were in
vain.
The international situation was considerably affected by
the Russo-Japanese War. For several decades previous to
the war the relations between France and Great Britain
were rather strained, this being due to rivalry in African
and Asian colonial regions adjacent to the Mediterranean.